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(57) ABSTRACT 

A depressurization tool is described for use downhole in 
depressurizing an isolated Zone. A decompression chamber 
containing a compressible fluid volume is described. The 
opening of the chamber is sealed with a closure that is con 
figured to open upon application of a pressure differential 
across the opening. When used downhole within an isolated 
and nonpermeable wellbore Zone, excessive ambient pressure 
will cause the closure to open and allow the chamber to fill 
with fluid at increased pressure, depressurizing the wellbore 
Zone. The tool is useful in wellbore completion systems that 
include sliding sleeves. 
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1. 

DOWNHOLE SOLATION AND 
DEPRESSURIZATION TOOL 

FIELD 

The invention relates generally to systems and methods for 
relieving annulus pressure within an isolated Zone of a well. 

BACKGROUND 

In downhole operations, it is common to treat various seg 
ments of the wellbore independently. For example, cement 
ing casing within the wellbore may be completed in various 
stages, using isolation equipment and valves to direct cement 
about the casing annulus in Successive segments. Similarly, in 
completion operations, various Zones of the wellbore may be 
perforated independently and treated independently. 

Wellbore Zones are commonly isolated by strategic place 
ment of bridge plugs, cup seals, inflatable sealing elements, 
and compressible elements, which may be appropriately 
positioned either inside a cemented casing, or outside an 
uncemented liner. 

Various means to provide isolated access to the formation 
are known, which commonly include perforation of the cas 
ing or liner, or by otherwise providing ports within the liner. 
Within an isolated Zone, the hydraulic pressure about the tool 
string may fluctuate based on the treatment being applied to 
the Zone. In some operations, it may be desirable to quickly 
dissipate the annulus pressure when a certain threshold of 
pressure is reached. 

SUMMARY 

Generally, a method and device for use in dissipating annu 
lus pressure within an isolated and non-permeable portion of 
a wellbore is provided. 

Other aspects and features of the present invention will 
become apparent to those ordinarily skilled in the art upon 
review of the following description in conjunction with the 
accompanying figures, and the appended claims. 

In general, according to one aspect, there is provided a 
system for use in dissipating pressure in a wellbore, the sys 
tem comprising: a) a housing operatively connected between 
two casing tubulars of a casing string, the housing including 
a lateral port defined therethrough; b) a sliding sleeve asso 
ciated with the housing, the sliding sleeve being moveable 
from a first position wherein the sleeve prevents fluid com 
munication from the annulus defined between a tool string 
and the casing through the port to a second position wherein 
fluid communication through the port is permitted; and c) a 
tool string comprising: at least one sealing element adapted to 
provide a seal between the tool string and the sliding sleeve; 
and a decompression chamber disposed on the tool string 
below the sealing element, the chamber defining a hollow 
interior and having an opening for admitting fluid from the 
annulus into the interior of the chamber, the opening being 
sealed by a closure to sealingly isolate the chamber from the 
annular fluid between the casing string and the tool string, the 
closure being releasable upon application of a pressure dif 
ferential across the closure, and wherein the movement of the 
fluid into the chamber permits actuation of the sleeve from the 
first position to the second position. 

In general, according to another aspect, there is provided a 
downhole tool assembly for dissipating pressure in a well 
bore, the assembly comprising: a) a decompression chamber 
having an upper end and a lower end and being adapted to be 
connected to a tool string, the chamber defining a hollow 
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2 
interior and having an opening for admitting fluid from an 
annulus defined between the wellbore and tool string into the 
interior of the chamber, the opening being sealed by a closure 
to sealingly isolate the chamber from the annulus defined 
between the wellbore and the tool string, the closure being 
releasable in response to a predetermined annular fluid pres 
sure between the tool string and the wellbore; b) a crossover 
connected to the lower end of the decompression chamber 
and defining an inner Volume which is continuous with the 
inner Volume of the decompression chamber; c) a centralizer 
connected to the crossover, the crossover defining an interior 
volume and being fluidically continuous with the interior of 
the decompression chamber and the crossover; and d) a con 
nector for connecting the upper end of the decompression 
chamber with the tubing string, wherein the connector pre 
vents fluid communication from the upper end of the tubing 
string to the decompression chamber. 

In general, according to another aspect, there is provided a 
method for dissipating hydraulic pressure within an isolated 
Zone of a wellbore, the method comprising: deploying a tool 
string into a wellbore, the tool string comprising a sealing 
device disposed on the tool String and a decompression cham 
ber disposed on the tool string below the sealing device, the 
decompression chamber defining a hollow interior and 
including an opening, the opening being sealed by a closure 
which is releasable upon application of a threshold pressure 
differential across the closure; lowering the tool string within 
a wellbore to locate the decompression chamber within a 
wellbore segment; actuating the sealing device to hydrauli 
cally seal the wellbore region below the sealing device from 
the wellbore region above the sealing device and thereby form 
an isolated Zone below the sealing device; effecting a well 
bore operation while the isolated Zone remains hydraulically 
isolated, the wellbore operation comprising the step of raising 
the hydraulic pressure within the isolated Zone such that the 
threshold pressure across the closure of the decompression 
chamber is exceeded and the closure is released; and collect 
ing wellbore fluid from the isolated Zone within the decom 
pression chamber, thereby reducing the hydraulic pressure 
within the isolated Zone. 

In general, according to another aspect, there is provided a 
method for actuating a sliding sleeve located in a bottom 
region of a wellbore, the method comprising: positioning a 
casing string comprising a housing having at least one port 
and an inner sliding sleeve disposed within the housing, the 
sliding sleeve actuable to slide between a first position in 
which it is disposed over the port to a second position in which 
the port is not covered by the sleeve; deploying a downhole 
assembly into the casing string, the downhole assembly com 
prising a decompression chamber defining a hollow interior 
and having a closure positioned overan opening to the interior 
of the chamber, the closure configured to open upon applica 
tion of a pressure differential across the closure; and a sealing 
element positioned above the decompression chamber, set 
ting the sealing element so as to provide a seal between the 
sleeve and the casing string; delivering fluid to the wellbore 
above the sealing element, thereby creating a pressure differ 
ential across the closure Sufficient to open the closure; dissi 
pating wellbore fluid pressure in the annulus below the seal 
ing element by movement of the annular fluid to the interior of 
the decompression chamber; and maintaining the fluid deliv 
ery to the wellbore annulus to allow the sleeve to slide from 
the first position to the second position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described, by way of example only, with reference to the 
attached Figures, wherein: 
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FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic sectional view of a depres 
Surization system for dissipating pressure in an isolated well 
bore interval, according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of a 
depressurization tool, according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic perspective view of depres 
Surization tool, according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic cross sectional view of a tool 
string that includes the depressurization tool according to one 
embodiment. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic view of a tool string which 
includes a depressurization tool deployed in a casing string 
with a sliding sleeve according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 6a illustrates a cross sectional view of a ported sub 
and a sliding sleeve, with the sliding sleeve in the port closed 
position according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 6b illustrates a cross sectional view of a ported sub 
and a sliding sleeve, with the sliding sleeve in the port open 
position according to one embodiment. 

FIG. 7a illustrates a cross sectional view of a portion of the 
tool string of FIG. 4 disposed within the ported sub of FIG. 6a 
according to one embodiment. 

FIG.7b illustrates a cross sectional view of a portion of the 
tool string of FIG. 4 disposed within the ported sub of FIG. 6b 
according to one embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Generally, the present disclosure provides a method and 
system for dissipating hydraulic pressure in an isolated well 
bore interval. A depressurization tool for attachment to a tool 
string is provided. The depressurization tool includes a 
decompression chamber having a sealed opening. The seal 
may be provided by a valve, burst disc or other rupturable 
closure or a thinned-wall or other pressure-actuated closure. 
Upon exposure to excessive hydraulic pressure within the 
isolated wellbore, the seal on the opening will be released, 
allowing fluid to enter the interior of the chamber and thereby 
reduce the hydraulic pressure in the wellbore annulus defined 
between the wellbore and the tool string in the isolated inter 
val. As will be discussed below, the method and system have 
particular use in Systems that include casing strings with 
ported tubulars and that have sliding sleeves actuable to open 
and close the ports present in the ported tubulars. 
Depressurization System 
As shown in FIG. 1, a system 1 for dissipating pressure in 

wellbore is disclosed. The system 1 includes a depressuriza 
tion tool 5 deployed within a wellbore 12. Depressurization 
tool 5 may be deployed on a tool string 80, of the type which 
is more completely illustrated in FIG. 4. The wellbore 12 may 
be a cased wellbore. An annulus 2 is defined between the 
casing 75 and the tool string 80. 

With reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, an embodiment of a 
depressurization tool 5 is shown. The depressurization tool 5 
includes a decompression chamber 10 which is substantially 
tubular and which defines a substantially hollow interior 15. 
The decompression chamber 10 is an atmospheric chamber. 
By "atmospheric chamber, it meant that when the chamber is 
sealed, the pressure inside the chamber is Substantially less 
than the hydraulic pressure in the annular region outside the 
chamber. The decompression chamber 10 may be filled with 
a gas such as hydrogen. 
The decompression chamber 10 has an upper end 20 and a 

lower end 25. The lower end 25 of decompression chamber 10 
is threadably connectable to a crossover 40 which contains 
am internal volume 45 which is continuous with the internal 
Volume 15 of chamber 10. The crossover 40 is connected to a 
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4 
bullnosed centralizer 30. The bullnosed centralizer 30 may 
also define an internal volume 35, the internal volume 35 of 
the bullnosed centralizer 30 being continuous with the inter 
nal volume 45 of the crossover 40. 
The upper end 20 of the decompression chamber 10 is 

connectable to flow crossover 50. Flow crossover 50 connects 
the upper end of the depressurization tool 5 to tool string 80. 
For example, the flow crossover 50 may connect the depres 
surization tool 5 to a sub (meaning a tubular portion of the tool 
string) bearing the mechanical casing collar locator 105, as 
shown in FIG. 4. As a person skilled in the art would appre 
ciate, other means of connecting the depressurization tool to 
the tool string are possible. 

Generally, the decompression chamber 10 is impermeable 
to fluid flow from the annulus 2 unless a threshold hydraulic 
pressure is reached in the annulus Surrounding the depressur 
ization tool 5. Moreover, the decompression chamber 10 is 
generally restricted from receiving fluid flow from the tool 
string 80 above the depressurization tool 5. Accordingly, 
there is generally little fluid flow between the flow crossover 
50 and the depressurization tool 5. This helps to ensure that 
the chamber is maintained at atmospheric pressure, or close 
thereto, when the chamber is sealed. 
At least one opening 65 is defined in the wall 60 of the 

decompression chamber 10. The opening 65 is sealed by a 
burst disc 70. In the embodiment shown in the figures, the 
decompression chamber 10 includes a narrowing 55 that 
appears to divide the decompression chamber 10 into two 
subchambers. However, the decompression chamber 10 is 
fluidically continuous throughout its interior. The narrowing 
55 has a thinner wall compared to wall 60 of the rest of the 
chamber 10. This thinner wall of the narrowing 55 allows for 
threading of a bust disc assembly into the wall. Alternate 
sealing closures will be apparent to those skilled in the art. For 
example, the opening 65 may be sealed with any closure that 
is releasable, removable, or otherwise rupturable or actuable 
upon exposure to a threshold ambient hydraulic pressure. 
Other suitable closures include a spring-biased ball valve, a 
sliding sleeve, a shearpin, a piston-mechanism, or a frangible 
wall portion, for example. Moreover, the burst disc assembly 
need not be threaded into the wall of the narrowing 55, but 
rather may be incorporated anywhere within the wall 60 of 
chamber 10. 
The decompression chamber 10 includes an internal vol 

ume 15 at a predetermined pressure. For example, the decom 
pression chamber 10 may contain air at atmospheric pressure. 
As the pressure range to which the decompression chamber 
10 will be exposed downhole can typically be predicted, the 
burst disc 70 or other closure means over opening 65 can be 
selected or engineered to open when a predetermined thresh 
old pressure is applied across the burst disc 70. The decom 
pression chamber 10 therefore provides a receptacle to 
receive fluid from the annulus 2 of an isolated wellbore seg 
ment, as will be discussed below. 

In some embodiments, removal of the closure (e.g. in the 
embodiment shown in the figures, rupture of the burst disc) 
from the opening 65 of the decompression chamber 10 and/or 
exposure to a continued or increased downhole ambient pres 
Sure may result in the actuation of further functions or opera 
tions within or about the decompression chamber 10. For 
example, the decompression chamber may telescopically, 
inflatably, or otherwise expand in Volume to accommodate 
incoming fluid from the Surrounding downhole environment, 
or may open a secondary fluid pathway within the tubing 
string to convey incoming fluid to another contained location 
within the tool string. 



US 8,931,559 B2 
5 

As an alternative, the closure may be designed to open 
upon exposure to an eroding chemical. Such as an acid. For 
example, the closure may be composed of a material that is 
particularly susceptible to erosion by the chemical, while the 
remainder of the downhole equipment is either not suscep 
tible or is less susceptible to erosion by the chemical. Accord 
ingly, the chemical may be delivered to the decompression 
chamber, or to the wellbore region proximal to the decom 
pression chamber prior to isolating the segment. After the 
wellbore is isolated, full erosion of the closure can occur prior 
to increasing pressure within the isolated segment, for 
example. 
Tool String 
As noted above, the depressurization tool 5 is adapted for 

connection within a tool string 80 for use downhole. Suitable 
tool string configurations for use with the depressurization 
tool are readily available. For example, the present Applicant 
has previously described downhole treatment assemblies in 
Canadian Patent 2,693,676, Canadian Patent 2,713,622, and 
Canadian Patent No. 2,738,907, the contents of which are 
herein incorporated by reference. The presently described 
depressurization tool may, for example, be attached to the 
lower end of such treatment assemblies to allow pressure 
dissipation as needed during completion operations. An 
example of a suitable tool string is discussed below. 

Referring to FIG. 4, a tool string 80 includes depressuriza 
tion tool 5. The tool string 80 includes a sealing element 85 for 
sealingly engaging the casing 75. In the embodiment shown 
in FIG. 4, the sealing element 85 is a compressible sealing 
element, which can be compressed radially outwardly to seal 
against the casing 75, thereby hydraulically isolating the 
annulus 2 above the sealing element 85 from the annulus 
below the sealing element 85. 

In some embodiments, the tool string 80 may include one 
or more sealing elements. Other means to isolate an interval 
of a wellbore are possible. For example, the tool assembly 
may include a packer, sealing element, bridge plug, dart, ball, 
or any other suitable wellbore sealing device above the 
depressurization tool. 

Mechanical slips 90 are present to stabilize the tool string 
80 against the wellbore during setting of the sealing element 
85. An actuation cone 95 for exerting pressure against the 
sealing element 85 in response to manipulation of the tool 
string 80 from surface is present. The tool string 80 may also 
include an equalization valve 100 for use in equalization of 
hydraulic pressure across the sealing element 85. Selective 
actuation of the actuation cone 95 to compress the sealing 
element 85 may, for example be operated using an auto J 
mechanism, as has been taught previously. Accordingly, the 
sealing element 85 can be operated by applying mechanical 
force to the tubing string 80, for example, by pushing, pulling, 
or otherwise manipulating the tool string 80 within the well 
bore. 

The tool string 80 may also include a locator Such as a 
mechanical collar locator 105 for locating the tool string 80 
within the wellbore 12. The tool string may also include a 
fluid jetting assembly (not shown in FIG. 4; shown as 101 in 
FIGS. 7a and 7b). 
Upon deployment downhole, the depressurization tool 5 

may be positioned proximal to the toe 110 of the wellbore 12. 
The toe 110 defines the bottom region of the wellbore 12. 
Thus, depressurization tool 5 forms the lower end of tool 
string 80, and when tool string 80 is lowered in the wellbore, 
the depressurization tool 5 is close to the bottom of the well 
bore. When the depressurization tool 5 is positioned at the toe 
110 of the wellbore 12, the region between the sealing ele 
ment 85 and the bottom of the wellbore 12 defines an interval 
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6 
that can be hydraulically isolated. By “hydraulically iso 
lated, it is meant that the interval is relatively impermeable to 
fluid flow from the wellbore above the sealing element. The 
hydraulically isolated wellbore interval may be non-perme 
able, meaning that there are no ports or fluid passages that 
allow fluid communication to the wellbore interval. Thus, the 
annular fluid in the isolated interval will be pressurized. 

In some embodiments, the decompression chamber may be 
attached directly to the first casing joint or below the first 
casing joint when the wellbore is lined. Alternatively, an 
independent decompression chamber could be lowered, 
dropped, or pumped to the toe of the well for later opening 
upon isolation of the lower end of the well. 
The depressurization tool 5 may be deployed on tubing, 

wireline, or any other suitable system by which the tool may 
be lowered downhole. Also, various alternatives to deploy 
ment of the depressurization tool on tool string are possible. 
For example, the depressurization tool may be deployed on 
wireline below a plug, dart, or sealing ball that is intended to 
sealingly mate with a corresponding seat along the inner 
diameter of the wellbore. In such embodiments, the decom 
pression chamber would be required to have a narrower outer 
diameter than that of the sealing element so as to pass through 
the corresponding seat. 
Well Bore Completion System 
The depressurization tool may be part of a wellbore 

completion system. Any suitable wellbore completion system 
may be used. As will be discussed, a wellbore completion 
system having a sliding sleeve is suitable because the depres 
Surization tool can dissipate annular pressure in the wellbore 
region below the sleeve. 
As noted above, the tool string 80 may be deployed within 

a casing 75. The casing 75 may be made of multiple casing 
lengths, connected to each other by collars or casing connec 
tors, for example. As shown in FIGS. 6a and 6b, ported sub 
120 includes an outer housing 125. A sliding sleeve 130 is 
disposed within the outer housing 125. The outer housing 125 
includes at least one port 135 defined therethrough. Port 135 
is formed through outer housing 125, but not within sliding 
sleeve 130. The port 135 allows for fluid communication 
between the annulus (and the wellbore, when the casing is 
perforated) and the interior of the tool string 80, depending on 
whether the port is open (i.e. sleeve is not positioned over the 
port) or closed (i.e. sleeve is positioned over the port). Ported 
Sub 120 is connected to the casing string via connectors. Such 
as those shown as 145 and 146. 

FIG. 6a shows the closed sleeve or closed port position. In 
this position, the sleeve 130 may be secured against the 
mechanical casing collar 105 using shear pins 165 or other 
fasteners, by interlocking or mating with a profile on the inner 
Surface of the casing collar, or by other Suitable means. Once 
the casing collar locator 105 is engaged, sealing element 85 
can be set against sliding sleeve 130, aided by mechanical 
slips 90. The set seal isolates the wellbore above the ported 
Sub of interest. In this position, no fluid communication 
across the port 135 is possible. 

FIG. 6b shows the open sleeve or open port position. In this 
position, the sleeve 130 has shifted downward, such that it is 
no longer disposed over port 135. To actuate the sleeve 130 
from a closed to an open position, a downward force and/or 
pressure applied to the tool string 80 (and thereby to sliding 
sleeve 130) from the surface. This force drives sleeve 130 in 
the downward direction, shearing pin 165, and sliding the 
sleeve downward so as to open port 135. If locking of the 
sleeve in the port open position is desired sleeve 130 has been 
shifted, a lockdown, Snap ring 160, collet, or other engage 
ment device may be secured about the outer circumference of 
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the sleeve 130. A corresponding trap ring 170 having a profile, 
groove, or trap to engage the Snap ring 160, is appropriately 
positioned within the housing so as to engage the Snap ring 
once the sleeve has shifted, holding the sleeve open. 
Once sleeve 130 is shifted and ports 135 are open, treat 

ment may be applied to the formation. As noted previously, 
the tool string 80 includes a jet fluid assembly which may be 
a jet perforation device. 

FIG.5 schematically shows a tool string 80, which includes 
depressurization tool 5 deployed within a wellbore that 
includes a casing 75. The casing 75 is made up of multiple 
lengths of casing or tubing, forming a casing string, the casing 
string including ported sub 120. When the sliding sleeve 130 
is in the port closed position, the lower end 131 of sliding 
sleeve 130 is positioned over the mechanical collar locator 
105. The depressurization tool 5 is located below the 
mechanical collar locator 105 and below sliding sleeve 130. 
Sealing element 85 can be sealed against sleeve 130, thereby 
defining an isolated wellbore segment between sealing ele 
ment 85 and the bottom of the wellbore. 
Operation 

It is believed the depressurization tool will typically be 
used in relieving excessive hydraulic pressure within an iso 
lated wellbore Zone. The isolated Zone may be in a cased or 
open hole well, may be a Zone that is isolated on either end by 
a sealing element, or a Zone that is temporarily or perma 
nently closed at the bottom of the Zone but temporarily closed 
at the top of the Zone. For example, the isolation may be 
provided at the lower end by cement, a bridge plug, sand plug, 
other blockage or by a sealing element carried on a tool string. 
The isolation at the uphole end of the Zone will typically be 
provided by an actuable sealing element. 
Many sealing devices are actuated by physical manipula 

tion of the tool assembly within the well. As such, the process 
of setting of the sealing element may cause compression of 
fluid within the wellbore segment below the seal. In some 
cases, full setting of the sealing device is resisted by a buildup 
of hydraulic pressure in the wellbore below the sealing 
device. Such resistance may be sufficient to prevent full 
actuation of the sealing device. 

Accordingly, in Some embodiments, the seal is initially set 
Sufficiently during the initial stages of actuation to prevent 
fluid passage past the sealing element, and as pressure builds 
during continued actuation of the seal, the threshold pressure 
required to open the closure on the opening of the decom 
pression chamber will be exceeded. Thus, during the seal 
actuation process, the decompression chamber will be 
opened to dissipate the fluid pressure within the isolated 
wellbore, allowing full actuation of the sealing device. 
When using this method to set the seal and subsequently 

actuate a sliding sleeve, a problem may arise when the well 
bore beneath the sliding sleeve is impermeable to fluid dissi 
pation. When the sealing element effectively seals within the 
sliding sleeve, the wellbore beneath the seal becomes isolated 
from the wellbore above the seal. When the sealing element 
85 is set within the lowermost sleeve of a casing string of a 
wellbore with a cemented casing, a fixed wellbore volume is 
created below the seal. 
As another example, a bridge plug or other seal may be 

present below the engaged sleeve and below the depressur 
ization tool, creating a fixed volume between the seal of the 
tool assembly and the bridge plug or other lower seal. Sub 
sequently, when additional fluid pressure is applied to the 
wellbore above the seal to shift the tool string and sleeve 
downward, the sleeve cannot be fully shifted due to the pres 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

8 
sure of the fluid present below the seal, which cannot escape 
through any lower perforation or permeable portion of the 
well or formation. 

Accordingly, sliding sleeves are not typically used in the 
lowermost treatment interval of a wellbore, which is instead 
typically perforated using a separate tool assembly, requiring 
an additional trip in and out of the well. The ability to fully set 
a packer and/or to open a port within the toe of a cased well, 
rather than having to perforate this lowermost interval, pro 
vides significant time, fluid, and cost savings in completing 
the well. 

Referring to FIGS. 5, 6a, 6b, 7a and 7b, when the depres 
surization tool 5 is present in tool string 80, a sleeve 130 
within the wellbore 12 may be shifted even when the wellbore 
below the sleeve has a fixed and isolated volume. In this case, 
the decompression chamber 10 provides additional wellbore 
volume to allow decompression of wellbore fluid present 
within the isolated wellbore segment. When the tool string 80 
is lowered downhole, Sealing element 85 is engaged against 
the sliding sleeve 130. Decompression chamber 10 is posi 
tioned below sleeve 130 and below sealing element 85. When 
so positioned, the Volume of annulus 2 is decreased, the space 
instead being occupied by decompression chamber 10. 
Once the sealing element 85 is effectively set against slid 

ing sleeve 130 (in response to force applied from the surface), 
the volume of fluid remaining within the wellbore annulus 2 
in the isolated segment (i.e. the segment below the seal) is 
minimal in comparison with the Volume of the decompres 
sion chamber 10. Fluid pressure applied to the wellbore above 
the sealing element 85 will apply a downhole force against 
sliding sleeve 130. As the downhole force increases, the 
sleeve 130 will slide downward, away from its position over 
port 125. The hydraulic pressure below the sleeve will also 
increase significantly due to the minimal Volume of the annu 
lus 2 below sealing element 85, making it difficult to com 
pletely actuate the sleeve 130. 
The burst disc 70 of decompression chamber 10 is designed 

to open at a threshold pressure. Thus, when the pressure 
below the sleeve is increased, the burst disc 70 will burst— 
opening the decompression chamber 10 and allowing the 
pressurized fluid from the isolated wellboreannulus 2 to enter 
the comparatively low pressure environment of the chamber 
interior 15. The internal volume 15 of the chamber 10 is 
greater than the volume of fluid within the isolated annulus 2 
prior to rupture of burst disc 70. Accordingly, once the 
decompression chamber 10 has been opened, the fluid pres 
sure below the sealing device 85 is thereby dissipated and 
sleeve 130 can travel its full sliding distance, opening the port 
125 for fluid treatment of the wellbore in that region. 

EXAMPLE 

Stage Cementing Application 

As in the above example, stage cementing involves open 
ing of a valve or sliding sleeve downhole. A casing is lowered 
into a wellbore and lengths of casing are connected by valves, 
which are used to deliver cement in stages to the annulus 
outside of the casing. Cement may then be circulated from the 
wellbore to the annulus through the valves in stages. Stage 
valves generally remain closed until cementing has pro 
gressed within the annulus to the height of the valve. The 
valves can be mechanically or hydraulically actuated. 
The above-described embodiments of the present inven 

tion are intended to be examples only. Alterations, modifica 
tions and variations may be effected to the particular embodi 
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ments by those of skill in the art without departing from the 
scope of the invention, which is defined by the claims 
appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system for use indissipating pressure in a wellbore, the 

system comprising: 
a housing operatively connected between two casing tubu 

lars of a casing string, the housing including a lateral 
port defined therethrough; 

a sliding sleeve associated with the housing, the sliding 
sleeve being moveable from a first position wherein the 
sleeve prevents fluid communication from an annulus 
defined between a tool string and the casing through the 
port to a second position wherein fluid communication 
through the port is permitted; and 

the tool string comprising: at least one sealing element 
adapted to provide a seal between the tool string and the 
sliding sleeve; and a decompression chamber disposed 
on the tool string below the sealing element, the chamber 
defining a hollow interior and having an opening for 
admitting fluid from the annulus into the interior of the 
chamber, the opening being sealed by a closure to seal 
ingly isolate the chamber from the annular fluid between 
the casing string and the tool string, the closure being 
releasable upon application of a pressure differential 
across the closure, 

wherein movement of the admitted fluid in the annulus 
permits actuation of the sliding sleeve from the first 
position to the second position. 

2. The system as in claim 1, wherein the closure is remov 
able upon exposure to an eroding chemical. 

3. The system as in claim 1, wherein the sleeve is an inner 
sleeve disposed on the inside of the housing. 

4. The system as in claim 3, wherein the sleeve is held in 
position over the port by a shear pin, which is sheared by 
downward force applied from the surface to actuate move 
ment of the sleeve from a closed to open position. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the closure is a burst disc. 
6. The system of claim 1, further comprising a mechanical 

collar locator for positioning for engaging the sleeve. 
7. The system of claim 1, wherein the casing string com 

prises more than one housing having a port defined there 
through and an associated sliding sleeve, and wherein the 
decompression chamber is located between a lowermost 
sleeve on the casing string and the bottom of the well bore. 

8. A downhole tool assembly for dissipating pressure in a 
wellbore, the assembly comprising: 

a decompression chamber having an upper end and a lower 
end and adapted to be connected to a tool String, the 
chamber defining a hollow interior and having an open 
ing for admitting fluid from an annulus defined between 
the wellbore and the tool string into the interior of the 
chamber, the opening being sealed by a closure to seal 
ingly isolate the chamber from the annulus defined 
between the wellbore and the tool string, the closure 
being releasable in response to a predetermined annular 
fluid pressure between the tool string and the wellbore; 

a crossover connected to the lower end of the decompres 
sion chamber and defining an inner Volume which is 
continuous with the inner Volume of the decompression 
chamber; 

a centralizer connected to the crossover, the crossover 
defining an interior Volume and being fluidically con 
tinuous with the interior of the decompression chamber 
and the crossover; and 

a connector for connecting the upper end of the decom 
pression chamber with a tubing string, wherein the con 
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10 
nector prevents fluid communication from the upper end 
of the tubing string to the decompression chamber. 

9. A method for dissipating hydraulic pressure within an 
isolated Zone of a wellbore, the method comprising: 

deploying a tool String into the wellbore, the tool string 
comprising a sealing device disposed on the tool string 
and a decompression chamber disposed on the tool 
string below the sealing device, the decompression 
chamber defining a hollow interior and including an 
opening, the opening being sealed by a closure which is 
releasable upon application of a threshold pressure dif 
ferential across the closure; 

lowering the tool string within the wellbore to locate the 
decompression chamber within the bottom of the well 
bore; 

actuating the sealing device to hydraulically seal the well 
bore region below the sealing device from the wellbore 
region above the sealing device and thereby form an 
isolated Zone below the sealing device; 

effecting a wellbore operation while the isolated Zone 
remains hydraulically isolated, the wellbore operation 
comprising raising the hydraulic pressure within the 
isolated Zone such that the threshold pressure differen 
tial across the closure of the decompression chamber is 
exceeded and the closure is released; and 

collecting wellbore fluid from the isolated Zone within the 
decompression chamber, thereby reducing the hydraulic 
pressure within the isolated Zone. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising deploying 
the tool string on coiled tubing. 

11. The method of claim 9, further comprising lining the 
wellbore with a casing string comprising a housing with a port 
defined therethrough and an associated sliding sleeve dis 
posed within the housing; and positioning the tool string 
adjacent to the sliding sleeve in the casing string. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein reducing the hydrau 
lic pressure allows the movement of the sleeve from a closed 
position in which the sleeve is positioned over the port to an 
open position in which fluid communication through the port 
Cal OCC. 

13. A method for actuating a sliding sleeve located in a 
bottom region of a well bore, the method comprising: 

positioning a casing string comprising a housing having at 
least one port and an inner sliding sleeve disposed within 
the housing, the sliding sleeve actuable to slide between 
a first position in which the sliding sleeve is disposed 
over the port to a second position in which the port is not 
covered by the sleeve; 

deploying a downhole assembly into the casing string, the 
downhole assembly comprising a decompression cham 
ber defining a hollow interior and having a closure posi 
tioned over an opening to the interior of the chamber, the 
closure configured to open upon application of a pres 
Sure differential across the closure; and a sealing ele 
ment positioned above the decompression chamber; 

setting the sealing element so as to provide a seal between 
the sleeve and the casing string; 

delivering fluid to the wellbore above the sealing element, 
thereby creating a pressure across the closure Sufficient 
to open the closure; 

dissipating wellbore fluid pressure in an annulus below the 
sealing element by movement of annular fluid to the 
interior of the decompression chamber; and 

maintaining the fluid delivery to the wellbore, thereby 
causing the sleeve to slide from the first position to the 
second position. 
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14. The method of claim 13, further comprising carrying 
out a well treatment operation once the sleeve is in the second 
position. 
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